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Raising blue foxes for their pelts is becoming 

an important enterprise on the islands along the southern coast of Alaska, 

according to a recent bulletin of the Biological Survey, United States De- 

partment of Agriculture, entitled “Elue-Fox Farming in Alaska .‘I So rapidly 

has the industry grown that practically all suitable islands controlled by 

the denartment have already been leased for this purpose. Blue-fox farming 

is practiced on ou.tlging islands of little or no value for agriculture. The 

foxes are allowed to roam over an entire island, rrhere they choose their 

mates and make dens _ The anirkals are, in most instances, fed at regular 

intervals by the ranchers. 

Attempts to raise hlue foxes in pers in Alaska have met writh some 

success. It is claimed by a number of ranchers and ram-fur buyers, honever, 

tilat the pelts of blue foxes thus raised lack the ouality and finish of those 

produced und.er Iwild conditions. 

A long, cold mrinter with a fair amount of rainfall, particiilarly in 

spring, is conducive to the production of ii-ood pelts, according to the bul- 

letin. An island chose:1 for a fox ranch should have a harbor for a boat 

to permit communica.tion with the mainland or other islands. Since fish is 

the chief article of food in the diet of the blue fox, proximity to a L 

cannery is of decided advantage, as the lraste material makes excellent feed 



on the select.ion Of a ranch site, brf?edir,g, feeding, tr-arpqOrtati.On, char- L 13, 

ncteristics of a g30d pelt, sanitati3n an? i;reatzent of diseases, aild reasons 

I'C?? failures. Zogies my ke obt.ainkd free, l.8hiie the suyply ksts, frOrn tb 

Departzent of k~,icalt?ire, Wshington, I!. C. 


